Acute myocardial infarction caused by delayed heparin-induced thrombocytopenia and acute immunoreaction due to re-exposure to heparin in a systemic lupus erythematosus patient with HIT antibodies.
A patient with systemic lupus erythematosus and anticardiolipin antibodies and antibodies to platelet factor 4/heparin complexes suffered an acute myocardial infarction caused by delayed heparin-induced thrombocytopenia after heparin administration given to treat pulmonary hypertension. Furthermore, additional heparin administration for emergency coronary angiography appeared to have led to an acute immunoreaction, which might have resulted in acute coronary occlusion during coronary angiography and to a decreased platelet count. The present findings suggest that one must suspect delayed-type HIT in rare cases of induction of thrombosis after the cessation of heparin treatment, and avoid re-exposure to heparin in such cases.